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Candidate Information
June 2025

About the position
The ICR is seeking a cancer biology research leader to join us in our mission to discovery novel small molecule therapeutics for the treatment of cancer. The appointee will lead an independent cancer biology research group that contributes to the overall strategy and goals of the Centre for Cancer Drug Discovery (CCDD); in particular, progression of innovative small molecule anticancer compounds to proof-of-concept clinical trials. Commitment to translational and drug discovery research is fundamental to this position. The appointee will lead and participate in multidisciplinary drug discovery projects to discover small molecule clinical candidates. 
The role requires application of molecular pharmacology and cancer biology approaches to 1) support hypothesis-driven target identification and validation; 2) design and implement functional and mechanistic assays to support discovery and progression of small molecule therapeutics; and 3) develop and test hypotheses regarding patient selection strategies and biomarkers. Enthusiasm for working in a collaborative interdisciplinary environment is essential. We envisage that applicants will have either commercial experience of successful drug discovery or have a strong academic track record in cancer drug discovery; or will have a combination of both backgrounds.
This is a faculty position. The successful candidate will lead and support on academic grant applications and promote an entrepreneurial mindset to attract commercial funding into ICR’s drug discovery research. They will have access to the ICR-funded PhD studentship scheme. We welcome applications from all qualified candidates; researchers from groups underrepresented at the scientific Group Leader level are especially encouraged to apply.
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	Department / division:
	Centre for Cancer Drug Discovery / Division of Cancer Therapeutics

	Pay grade / staff group:
	Career Faculty

	Hours / duration:
	Full time (35 hours per week), Monday to Friday. Non-Time Limited contract.

	Reports to:
	Dr Olivia Rossanese; Head, Division of Cancer Therapeutics and Director, Centre for Cancer Drug Discovery

	Main purpose of the job:
	Lead an independent research group that contributes directly to target identification and small molecule drug discovery; lead and participate in multidisciplinary drug discovery research teams.


Job description

Duties and responsibilities:

	Lead an independent group that contributes to the vision and strategic objectives of the Division/CCDD with a focus on the discovery and development of innovative small molecule anticancer therapies suitable for progression to proof-of-concept clinical trials

	Serve as Biology Lead on at least one drug discovery project within the CCDD portfolio, working in partnership with the medicinal chemistry leader to develop project strategy and to deliver on project goals

	Fully participate in project team decision-making and CCDD project portfolio management decisions, including target selection and assessment of potential new drug discovery projects for entry into the portfolio

	Collaborate with the Director and senior leadership to secure sustained long-term funding for CCDD science. Proactively pursue additional funding through grant applications, PhD studentships, or engagement with external commercial partners.

	Provide leadership, mentorship and training to Team members, including postdoctoral scientists, scientific officers, and postgraduate research students

	Lead on an area of biology and/or technology that enhances the existing expertise and capabilities of CCDD

	Share/disseminate research findings through publication in learned journals and presentations at national and international conferences, while ensuring suitable protection of the ICR’s intellectual property

	Undertake such academic, administrative, and managerial responsibilities expected of a Group Leader within the Division








Education and Knowledge
	PhD in biology, pharmacology, biochemistry, or similar
	Essential

	In-depth knowledge and recent experience in an area of cancer biology relevant to oncology drug discovery
	Essential

	Knowledge of cancer cell biology, biochemistry, and pharmacology that enables a holistic view of opportunities in cancer drug discovery 
	Essential


Experience	Person specification

	Proven ability to contribute to drug discovery activities through their own independent research, leadership of a team and through high impact publications 
	Essential

	Skills in co-ordinating, planning and executing novel biology and target validation studies to a standard of international excellence
	Essential

	Demonstrated expertise in building and running biological assays for use in drug discovery test cascades
	Essential

	Ability to rapidly assimilate relevant information, identify new research opportunities, clearly communicate recommendations and initiate appropriate actions
	Essential

	Evidence of a strategic and inclusive approach to decision making and performance management
	Essential

	Excellent track record of cross-disciplinary collaboration, with ability to facilitate exchange of ideas across disciplines
	Essential

	Effective stakeholder engagement through strong relationship building and communication skills
	Essential

	Evidence of the ability to lead and manage research staff, with a focus on performance and development
	Essential

	Proven record of achievement demonstrated by publications and/or patents in relevant fields
	Essential




Division of Cancer Therapeutics
The Division of Cancer Therapeutics has an unrivalled track record at discovering novel cancer treatments for the personalised treatment of cancer. Within the Division, the Centre for Cancer Drug Discovery (CCDD) is a multidisciplinary 'bench to bedside' centre, comprising 160 staff dedicated to the discovery and development of novel therapeutics for the treatment of cancer. We are one of the largest academic cancer drug discovery groups in the world and, together with our collaborators, have discovered 21 preclinical development candidates, 13 of which have been progressed to clinical evaluation, many with our partners in the ICR/Royal Marsden Drug Development Unit. Our drug abiraterone (Zytiga) has been approved in the US, Canada and Europe for late-stage prostate cancer.
The CCDD’s mission is to develop personalised medicines by translating information from the cancer genome and cancer biology into drugs for patient benefit. We implement innovative drug discovery technologies, discover novel mechanism-based drugs, and develop these as rapidly as possible from the laboratory through to hypothesis-testing early clinical trials. We publish our work extensively and have a large network of collaborations with academia, biotechnology companies, and the pharmaceutical industry. Our teams are dedicated to the discovery of small molecule drug candidates, and to the development of high-quality chemical probes to enable new cancer biology research. The Division of Cancer Therapeutics is based in state-of-the art laboratories in the Centre for Cancer Drug Discovery building, opened in 2020 on the ICR Sutton campus.
The Institute of Cancer Research
About our organisation
We are one of the world’s most influential cancer research institutes with an outstanding record of achievement dating back more than 100 years. We are world leaders in identifying cancer genes, discovering cancer drugs and developing precision radiotherapy. Together with our hospital partner The Royal Marsden, we are rated in the top four centres for cancer research and treatment worldwide.
As well as being a world-class institute, we are a college of the University of London. We are consistently in the top performing universities in the league table of university research quality compiled from the Research Excellence Framework (REF 2014 & 2021).
Further information
Informal enquiries or requests for further information should be directed to abby.cook@icr.ac.uk in the Centre for Cancer Drug Discovery.
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